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the Secretary being dispatched, his Majesty returning to
me at the table, a letter was brought him from Madame
out of Prance;* this he read and then bid me proceed
from where I left off. This I did till I had ended all
the narrative, to his Majesty's great satisfaction; and,
after I had inserted one or two more clauses, in which
his Majesty instructed me, commanded that it should
that night be sent to the posthouse, directed to the Lord
Ambassador at Paris (the Earl of St. Alban's), and then
at leisure to prepare him a copy, which he would publish.
This I did, and immediately sent my papers to the Sec-
retary of State, with his Majesty's express command of
dispatching them that night for Prance. Before I went
out of the King's closet, he called me back to show me
some ivory statues, and other curiosities that I had not
seen before.

3d October^ 1661. Next evening, being in the with-
drawing-room adjoining the bedchamber, his Majesty espy-
ing me came to me from a great crowd of noblemen stand-
ing near the fire, and asked me if I had done; and told
me he feared it might be a little too sharp, on second
thoughts, for he had that morning spoken with the
French Ambassador, who it seems had palliated tie
matter, and was very tame; and therefore directed me
where I should soften a period or two, before it was pub-
lished (as afterward it was). This night also he spoke to
me to give him a sight of what was sent, and to bring
it to him in his bedchamber; which I did, and received
it again from him at dinner, next day. By Saturday,
having finished it with all his Majesty's notes, the King
being gone abroad, I sent the papers to Sir Henry Ben-
nett (Privy-Purse and a great favorite), and slipped home,
being myself much indisposed and harassed with going
about, and sitting up to write.

19th October, 1661. I went to London to visit my
Lord of Bristol, having been with Sir John Denham (his
Majesty's surveyor) to consult with him about the plac-
ing of his palace at Greenwich, which I would have had
built between the river and the Queen's house, so as a
large square cut should have let in the Thames like a
bay; but Sir John was for setting it on piles at the very
brink of the water, which I did not assent to; and so
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